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ABSTRACT

The weight of 1000 seeds and graded seed yield determining the seed quality have recorded the higher values with an application of
90 kg nitrogen per ha and all these characters were found superior in the variety Pusa Early Bunching (V,). The maximum values for
these parameters were recorded in the treatment combination of 90 kg nitrogen per ha with the variety Pusa Early Bunching (N,V,).
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I NTRODUCTION

Indiaisthe mgjor producer and exporter of Fenugreek
seed spice. It is the crop of commercia significance
largely grown in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat. The seeds are carminative, tonic
and aphrodisiac. Indian women use the seeds of fenugreek
for its power to promote lactation. The seeds are good
for the elimination of the bad breath and body odour. In
order to get higher production of seed spice, itisrequired
to produce quality seed. The importance of cultural
practicesfor increasing the seed yield iswell known. The
cultural practices viz., different doses of fertilizers and
variety play an important role in the quality of seed.
Maintainance of nitrogen level inthe soil isnecessary for
improving the seed yield and seed quality. Keepinginview,
the importance of nitrogen and varietiesin production of
quality seed, afield experiment was conducted to study
the effect of nitrogen levels and varieties on quality
parameters of fenugreek seed.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present investigation on effect of nitrogenlevels
and varieties on quality parameters of fenugreek seed,
was carried out at the Main Garden, University
Department of Horticulture, Dr.Panjabrao Deshmukh
Krishi Vidyapeeth, Akola (M.S.) during Rabi season of
the year 2005-2006. The experiment was laid out in the
Split Plot Design with three replications and sixteen
treatments combinations comprising of four levels of

nitrogen (0, 30, 60, and 90 kg per ha) and varieties Rmt-
1, Rmt-143, Rmt-303, Pusa Early Bunching. The selected
varieties were planted at a spacing of row to row 30cm.

Main factor ‘A’ (Nitrogen levels)

N, - Okg N per ha

N, - 30kgN per ha

N, - 60Kkg N per ha

Nz - 90 kg N per ha.
Sub factor ‘B’ (Varieties)
V, - Rmt-1

V, - Rmt-143

V, - Rmt-303

V, - PusaEarly Bunching

All the recommended agronomic packages of
practiceswerefollowed to raise healthy crop. Datawere
recorded on ten competitive plants sel ected randomly in
each replication on various quantitative characters. The
data were analyzed statistically as per the method

prescribed and suggested by Panse and Sukhatme (1967)

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Theresultsfrom Table 1 indicate that the effect of
nitrogen levelson weight of 1000 seed of fenugreek were
found significant. Significantly maximumweight of 1000
seeds was recorded under the treatment 90 kg nitrogen
per ha. (16.46 g) whereas,significantly minimum weight
of 1000 seeds was noted in the control treatment (13.32
g). It was observed that an increasing level of nitrogen
per ha produced an increase in weight of 1000 seeds of
fenugreek. This might be due to the fact that, more
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